The 


a a 
, ri» .. 
Bas ; . De x. 
a - ° 9s 


2 per 


“ . P 7 . 
Tielday; April 21..16g1. ) 


3 é * 
‘j ~ 4 a 2 5 . J ’ ike £35 . 
.thenian Mercury: 
) ™ er eS as e 
a Sich zis ny 19? 


Hether there. , were 
before Adam ? 

Anfw. 1 look. upon this, Qaejisen to be as fen- 
fibleas—~-Whetherthere is any «¥«- ver before 
an Unite? The firft admits Gf a0 former. If 
we believe there was e’re fuch a Man as Adam, 
we muft believe the reff of the Fi:ffory, that he 
was the Father of all Living, and made the laft 
day of the Creation; and that the Creation 
of all viftble things, the heavenly as well‘as 
earthly Bodies, educed out of Chaos or the 
firf? matter, So that there could be neither 
Man, nor fo much as a Place, for. him or any 
other material Being, matter it felf that we 
know of, being not fo much as then made. 
But whether or no there might not be more 
Worlds before this, I fhan’t determine, though 
ris certain evento.a demonftration, that if there 
were fuch Worlds they cou’d not be Eternal. 

Queft. 2. What are the Souls of Brutes? 
Whether they have true Reafon , and how they 
differ from that of Man? 

Arty, Thefe Queftions, though ~propofed 
diftinktly, and as appears, by different Perfons, 
cre here put together, becanfe cf their near 
depending on each other, as allof ’emon that 
grand difficulty which we endeavoured to folve 
in the “Jaft but one, concerning the Soul of 
Man, 

In‘anfwer to the firft Branch. We are un- 
willing ta allow the Soul of a Brute an :mmate- 
rial fubftance, both becaufe we thereby thall 
give up a great Argument for the Jmmortality 
of our own Sonls, and becaufe it’s highly un- 
philofophical to introduce any fuperior order of 
Beings where we can folve all by the known 
powers of an /nferfour one, or at leaft by the 
primary and remote Influence , not ‘tmmediate 
action of what is /uperior, in giving fuch Forces 
and Powers to any thing as by its own Nature 
it appears capable of. Now, though it moft 
be own’d there appears Signatures fufficiently 
legible of infinite Wifdom in the Actions even of 


Queft. 1. any men 


brute Creatures, yet there are none of thofe. 


Aétions that we know of, (and of fuch only 
we are to difpute ) whereof matter is not ca- 
pable. ° 

We affirm then, with that: Philofophical 
Liberty which Reafon requires, we grant all 
others, that the Sonls of B8rutes, or the princi- 
ple of Senfation and Operation within them, 
are only the fief Particles of matter, endued 
with a brisk. motion , therefore a fore of fire, 
which is the immediate original of their vege- 
tative and fenfible Operations. 

They can’t have true Reafon, becaufe they 
have not, that can be prov’d ( and the World 
is notin an bameur to give more, ) either an 
proper Reflexion, or at leatt any Coafcion{ne 
of fuch Reflexion. A Glafs has an Image repre- 
fented, and if another Glafs is placed before 
it, very prettily reflected lefs and \efs from 


—_- 


one to the other ; but this the Gla/s kxows no- 
thing of, no more does the Brute that we ci+ 
ther do or can difcover by his Aétions. 

Inffin& is not Reafon. Brures have one, not 
tother. ’Tis no puzling Term, but a real 
diftint power given to a Creature by the fir 
Canfe to preferve its own. Being, and ( in’ 
Brutes) to’be ferviceable to Adankind, where- 
of that Creature is not confeiow. Man has 
fomething of the fame Nature , Children ftir 
their Eyes, and perform many other like Aci- 
ons from this Jnstinf, not Reafon. Even 
Plants have it in their Sympathies and- Avtipa- 
thies, the fenfitive more eminently, yet noné 
fays they have Reafon. 

A Brutes Soul differs from a AZans juft as 
much as a Mans from a Brutes, and how much 
that is, any may fee who'll turn. to the fore- 
mentioned Paper. 

Queft. 3., How a Man fall know when he ° 
dreams, or is really awake? 

Anfw. Some great men have puzied this 
Queftion to that degree, that ig mayn’c beal- 
together unworthy an Anfwer. The ingeni- 
ous Defcartes in his Adeditations, even where he 
is laying his firft Principles, to be the Greund- 
work of all his future Philofophy, carrys the 
difficulty very high —-- according to his Ob/erva- 


tion and comnton Experience, we grant that the 


fancy produces many ftrange effects, in fome 
Perfons of a warm Imagination, and that fo 
lively that unlefs they had Reafon to aflift, “tis 
impoffible when aj/leep and in a Dreamto know. 
we are fo; but on the orher fide al! men may 
know when they are mot aflecp unlefs they dream 
waking. \ know I fee, by Tecing and refetting 
upon’t ; inthe fame manner here— The Aéh- 
ons of Mind and Body in a dream are confufed 
and difturbed ; or if regular for a while, cannot 
be arbitrarily protratted to what length a man 
pleafes. In a word, his Fancy then feems.to 
have command of his Reafon, as when waking. 
his Reafon of his Fancy. If this won’t fatisfie 
the Querift, but he’s refolved ftill to make 
new Ubjettions, let hin ftill believe if he pleafe, 
that he’s in a dream, but give us leave not to 
dream any longer with him. | 
Queft. 4. Whether there may be an Impartial 
and true Hiftory in theWorld? ( Sacred Writ exe 
cepted. ) Hi 
se § With all die Reverence to my Lord 
Verulam, who for fome reafons which we thall 
confider by and by, affirmed, That he believe; 
as little the Hiftories of the timé as he 
did the Prophefies of the time to come; we 
fhall endeavour to prove the affirmative. That 
great Man was wont to fay, thofe that writé 
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the Actions of their own Age, are forced to. 


favour the wpper Party , under penalty of © 


their Works feeing any other light than that . 
of the Flames; and thofe chat. write the Hifto- 
ty of former Ages imult needs be bauer” bs | 

: | eta 


the Action into good or bad, 


circumftantiate 
and moft take 
all wpon Tradition, aad fo neceflarily lofe ri- 


: ire the Lives of © 
gid Truth. Thofe that wr a cy if er 
Snglemscos eapilneees the te {cb dae’ 


umniators 
either a pattern of Vertue or Vice, without 


the faults attending the Vertuors, oF good 
Aétions of the Vicious. As to the Hiltory o 
Times and Ages we may expect an age: 
Account by means of a fudden Revolution © 
State, when the Hiftorian that knew and durit 
not fpeak the truth is yet forviving, and has 
his. protection in fptaking the Truth; fo ts 
alfo of particular Perfons, which notwith- 
ftanding his Lordfhips Conclufion, have had 
the fair dealing of both their Vertucsand Vi- 
ces Impartially fec forth, but we have yet a 
more certain. way to come by truth, for the 
Hiftory of England, read the French and Dutch 
Hiftorians, and compare ’em both with our 
own, end then wecan’t poflibly mifs, and {0 
for other Nations, and likewite for Perfons. 
For “tis a certain Maxime, that if we weigh 
the Interefts and Prejudices of things and Per- 
fons together, we may by Collateral Csrcum- 
frances, find out the naked truth. 

Queft, 5, Whether there be any loca) Heaven oF Hell, 
and whether the Fire of the later, be metaphorical or 

al ? 

Mf. The Accidemes or Properties of the invifible World 
we can know little or nothing of but by Comparijon with 
things vifble, if not otherwife reveal‘d, fince Reafon 
leaves us almoft entirely in the dark, If there be Bodies 
in Heaven, it muftbe at this prefent a Place to contain 
‘em, fince according to the moft intelligible Definition 
of Place, that and Body being Correlates, mutually fup- 
pofe each other. But that there are Bodies there, Reve- 
lation aflures us; for if it fhould be granted that Enoch 
and Elias either loft their Bodies or went no further 
than Paradice; we are fure that there is a gredter than 
bob, who with that very Body wherein he appear‘d to 
Mary,-now fits at the right band of Glory, ‘till the Con- 
fummation of all things, This tor Heaven ; but as for 
Hell, there appears no fuch Reafon to make it a deter. 
min‘d Place, becaufe it has no Bodies that we know of 
contain‘d therein, unlefs we imagine, and we can do no 
more, that Dahan and Abiram, &c, went down into 
Hell, as well asthe Grave, for ‘tis not improbable that 
there may be vaft Cavities in the Earth, which fuppofing 
the Shell of it to be a thovfand Miles thick, will be yet 
of an Immenfe Capacity, may ferve for the Prifon of unbap- 
py Souls, and be the wy receptacle of the Damned; 
and wicked Men, in that fence, as well as what is vulgar- 
ly receiv‘d, go under the Earth: And if fo, the fubterrane- 
an Fires, which we know are there, becaufe they fome- 
times make us fuch anwelcome Vifits from Hecla, Alta, 
and other Volcans, may be the very matter which fhall 
torment fuch as come thither — at the Confumation of 
all things. 

But this is Notion —- what is more certain, is — that 
whether or no the Fire will be real after the Day of Judg- 
ment, the Jorment will be fo, unleis infinite 7rueb can 
deceive us. And 1 can‘t imagine what any ill Man 
woud gee byt, if it fhould be granted, that the Pains 
of that Srate, and when Bodies are there, Place too, 
thould be fo intenfe and high that our Culinary Five can 
only ferve for a faint Metaptor to exprefs what will in- 
finitely furpafs it, both in intention and duration. 

Queft. 6. Whar was the Caule of the Angels Fall,aad bow 
came that firft irteguter Critical Thought into ‘em when 
they bad xo Tempter, and were creased pure and Holy ?. 

Anfwe. “I think it more concerns us to avoid their Fate, 
than be too follicitous about the particular Caufe ont. But 
we muft not preach, but difpute, and therefore leaving 
that confideration, endeavour to anfwer both together. 

The World has generaiiy thought the caufe.of their 
Full to have heen Pride or Ambition, to be 20 the maft 
bigh, grounding their Cenjefwe on fome paffages in Holy 


fevtral Acéidents that wenld 


Writ, which found that way; and this very res/om feemg 
to be got among the Heathen, in the Stories of their Plans 
Wars; nor can it be more grapbical’y defcribed, than in 
that of their Poer, who mentions it as a cursent old Tradi- 
tion among ’em— AffeFafe fetrunt regnum cal ames, 
Others ‘think Db Wyat the Creation and Privi- 
esof Man, a Cre a lower rank th 4 themlelves, 
whtm yet they were oblig’d to ferve; which T cReem 
more probable, che firft, being fo very abjurd an Enter- 


» prize, that we’ .can fcarce. fuppole any Jntelizent Being’ 


cou’d be guilty on’t, "till corrupted defore by fome other 
irregular 9 es, which might be the forementioned 


Env), the 2 & their Underflandiags might be darken’d, 
and.theyL © “dcapable, if there be any fuch thing, of 
the bigheft And what if we fhou’d at leaft Query 
whether thg « shens had not alfo fome not dij{pifeable Noti- 


ces of this lattes Bx 4c. The Titans, they fay, were angry 
ome fethron‘d, and Fupiter made Jord of 
« Jadan earthly Fupiter as well as an 
heavenly ; he wa they further tell us + Creta farus: 
Nor is‘t an imp le fippofition that fore footfteps 
might therein be yesaain’d of Mans being mede cuz of the 
Earth ; --- nay, perheps the very vercs Cretus, Creatys, &c. 
may have the fame Original. To puth this no farther, we 
ffiall proceed on the lateer fuppofition, anc feeing there's 
no abfurdity therein, affign Evy as the firft Caufeof the 
Angels Fall, whereof the Creation of Man was one acci- 
dental Ccuje, and their own .defedtitility or muabiliy ano- 
ther. For though defectibility, which is a kind of priva- 
tive Term, mayn‘t be the Effictent Caufe of any A@ion; Ican 
fee no reafon why it mayn‘t be the accidental Caufe of the 
deficiency or irtegylarity of fuch an Affion - — Nor is‘t any 
refleétiun on Gods Wifdom er Fuflice to make a. Creature 
defcsibile, fiance that is as much included in the very Né- 
ture and Notton of a Creature as Novitas Efendi, or a Be- 
ginning of its being; *tis enough that there was no necefity 
of fitch Defefion impofed by him on thofe Creatures whom 
he had made, ¢ 


becaufe Sata a 
all. We know 


x> The Aftrologer that fent the Query in Numb. 5, 
viz, Whether Fudicial Aftrology is lawful? having, by a fecond 
Letter refented the expofing of that undemonftrable Stu- 
dy, and having defired to know at what time our An- 
{wer was writ, on purpofe to give an Anfwer to the 
Queftion we put the Aftrologers, ( Anjw. 3. Numb. 6.) 
We think fit to teil him it was on Frydey, the toth., of 
of this Inftant, about 6 in the Afternoon; though we 
mnuft tell! him at the fame time, he fhows his further 
Weaknels, in not finding that Hour by bis Art, Yet how- 
ever for the fatisfaétion of the World, if the Gentleman 
thinks his Judgment in its Exaltation, and that his next 
Scheme promife him an Ability to demonftrate the Fun- 
damentals of Aftrology; or if he will only fhow why 
fuch an Afpeét muft upon Neceffity be good, and fuch a 
one bad; fuch a Planet in fuch a Sign have fo many 
Dignities or Debilities, and neither more nor lefs, and 
fubfcribe his Name to what he Writes, We will pro- 
mifé to do him fo much Juftice as to Print it,. without 
any alteration in our next Paper, with a Subfcription 
of our Name to witnefs our open Recantation. 


_—-« Mbbertifement. 


Aving bad 4 Queftion put, Whether Mermaids, refem 

bling 4 Man more than other Fifbes may be thought io be 
more rational than other Fifhes, we promife next Tueflay 
to farisfie the World. with 2 curious ColieBion of Inflances, 
all Authentick and Mater of Fa, with feveral diverting 
Opinions about their fir produBions Alfo the 2 New 
Queftions fent us, one about Archery, and the otber concern- 
ing 4 Perpetual, Motion, Sball then be refolv'd ~ The 
Gentleman that fent 13 Theological Queftions on the 16ch. 
Inftant, defiring 10 know by our next Paper whether we re- 
ceiv'd ‘em, we Anfixr, Yes, and will endeavour bis Javisfa- 
Bion the latter endof the Volune, ——— Like wife shofe two 
Gentlemen tbat {0 earnefily defire 4 fpeedy Anfmer to 3 weighty 
Qucftions about Marriages and Melancho'ly, may expect an 
anfwer to them next-Tuelday at fartbeft, 

We fall all publifh every Volume ( with a Preface 
and Index to it ) as foom as ever we bave received Theslogicat 
and other oy rage ties g Sah cag Numb. 30, thas fo thofe 
Querifts that flay longeft for Anfwers may not think us tedious. 
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